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B ooks are powerful. They can shape our understanding of our world. Children at  
all grade levels and from all backgrounds need opportunities to see books that “mirror”  
their lives as well as those that offer “windows” into the worlds beyond their own lives.  
The importance of using multicultural literature in all areas of classroom instruction has  
been well established over the past two decades. But knowing this and actively doing  
something about it are two different stories. A designated time like Asian American  
Heritage Month in May allows people to focus on involving students with different kinds  
of literature and literary experiences. Exposure to Asian American literature should be integrated  
throughout the school year, but May’s Asian American focus is a good time for more in-depth study.

F CREATING A BALANCEd collecTION F

Asians account for a large portion of the world’s population, and people of Asian descent in the U.S. are increasing. 
We are fortunate that the availability of quality Asian American literature has increased over the past decade.  But 
that is only a start; the reality is that we need to correct outdated and misinformed images of Asian Americans by 
eliminating books that are no longer considered appropriate in today’s search for culturally authentic material. Our 
children need access to a balanced set of books that show all kinds of backgrounds and experiences. It is important 
to keep the following issues in mind:

1. Distinguish between Asian and Asian American literature. Asian Americans have their roots in their Asian 
homeland, but are naturally influenced over generations by living among other Asians and other ethnic 
Americans. Many Asian American children may feel more connection to the U.S. than to the country of their  
cultural origin because they were born and raised in the U.S. Both kinds of books are necessary. 

2. Much of the literature about Asians that is used in classrooms is set in “long ago and far away” times. Using only 
folklore or historical fiction creates a one-sided view among students. Be sure to balance your collection and the 
books you teach by also choosing contemporary stories and informational books that include images of Asians and 
Asian American people today. 

3. Some books contain images and portraits of Asians and Asian Americans but are not really “about” being from a 
particular culture. These books are alright to include in a collection, but they don’t go far enough. Be sure to also 
select books that are filled with rich details that are culturally specific.

Mark your  calendars.  
May is 

Asian American Heritage Month!
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F experimenTing wiTh differenT genreS F

It is important to make connections among books and to connect books to children’s lives. Teachers and librarians 
can select meaningful themes like Identity, Family Relationships, Immigration Experiences, and Sense of Belonging 
that cut across cultural lines and allow readers to see similarities and differences across cultures. More importantly, 
seeing such similarities and differences highlights how individuals within a cultural group experience their lives. 

Many books are available to help celebrate Asian American Heritage Month. Books like The Ghost in the Tokaido 
Inn and The Demon in the Teahouse by Dorothy & Thomas Hoobler are engaging as read alouds or page-turning 
independent reading. Both are mysteries set in historical Japan, and include many details that set the story specifi-
cally in Japan, but feature universal themes that appeal to readers in the U.S. as well. Other examples of recom-
mended books include:

Folktales: It’s likely that children will already know familiar tales like European versions of Cinderella or Red Riding 
Hood. Reading books like Lon Po Po: A Red-Riding Hood Story from China by Ed Young and Yeh-Shen: A Cinderella 
Story from China by Ai-Ling Louie offer opportunities to see similarities and differences as they compare and con-
trast them with the Western versions they should already know. Have students create Venn diagrams comparing 
and contrasting traditional American tales with Asian American renditions.

Historical Fiction: Picture books that are ageless in appeal offer a wide range of opportunities to hear stories that 
invite reflection and to discuss important events of the past. Coolies by Yin tells the story of the contributions of the 
Chinese in building the transcontinental railroad in the U.S. The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida shows what happened 
to Japanese Americans who were interned during World War II, and Sadako by Eleanor Coerr tells the story of a 
little girl who died of leukemia following the atomic bomb in Hiroshima. These books could be read aloud to a 
class, followed by a discussion that helps set a context when introducing a unit of study. 

contemporary realistic Fiction: Young children who read Dear Juno by Soyung Pak can delight in an ex-
change of “letters” between a little boy in the U.S. and his grandmother who lives in Korea as they find a way to 
communicate through photographs, drawings, and items they send to each other. As a follow-up activity, students 
can record a “journal,” using only pictures, of a day in their life. Tape pages from the students’ journals on the 
blackboard and have classmates create the text corresponding to the pictures. 

  Reading a book like A Step from Heaven by An Na helps teen readers to see one example of a contemporary im-
migrant story, powerfully told in a way that blends a young girl’s coming-of-age struggles with immigrant and fam-
ily issues. Facilitate a pre-reading discussion of the sorts of challenges that immigrants might face in adjusting to a 
new culture. 

inFormational: The Emperor’s Silent Army by Jane O’Connor tells of the fascinating find of the clay army in Xian, 
China. It combines history and modern times as it reveals how this enormous army was hidden for centuries and 
discovered only in recent years. Create a classroom timeline that highlights important dates in Asian or Asian 
American history. Encourage students to add to the timeline as they continue to learn more about Asian Americans’ 
past.
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F creaTing learning experienceS F

Good books have much to offer, but students learn more when they enhance their learning through related activi-
ties. Some ways in which you can extend student learning are:

read aloud: Children may not initially pick up a book for independent reading if it looks different from their own 
lives or other books they have read. “Scaffold” the experience by introducing concepts they will need to know in 
order to understand the story. The more the book is different from their own background, the more help students 
need in understanding it and connecting to it. As you read it aloud, pause from time to time to give brief explana-
tions as necessary. 

making connections: Include opportunities for students to compare and contrast what is happening in the book 
with their own experiences. Help students make emotional connections in addition to factual understandings.

paired books: Pair an Asian American book with a book from another culture that matches thematically. This  
allows students to connect experiences across cultural groups.

geograpHy: Help students know exactly where a story originates by keeping a map posted and pinning tags to show 
where stories are set or where characters live.

storytelling: “Kamishibai” is traditional Japanese storytelling using a stack of large, illustrated cards. The story-
teller reads the text printed on the back card, and children see the corresponding illustration on the front of the card 
facing them. As each card is read, the storyteller moves the back card to the front and repeats this process until all 
cards have been read. A number of commercial kamishibai of traditional tales are now available in English, and it 
is also a great learning experience to have the children create their own.

readers' tHeater adaptation: Rearrange the text of stories so that they are written in Readers' Theater text  
format. You can do traditional Readers' Theater or prepare the text on the back of kamishibai cards so that it is  
written in dialogue format. In either case students have meaningful opportunities to develop fluency in reading.

audio books: Listening to an audiobook that is well read often offers an opportunity to hear a voice of someone 
from that culture. The natural pronunciation of the foreign words may bring the experience to life more.

movies: Find movies that give children a better sense of Asian American life. It’s a good idea to show movies with 
subtitles, so students also have a sense of the language.

guest speakers: Take advantage of your school and neighborhood communities. Invite Asian American adults to 
share their first-hand experiences growing up with two cultural identities. Have students prepare questions for the 
speaker in advance.

advertise books tHrougH displays: When books are on typical library shelves, readers only see the spine. 
Seeing a book’s front cover invites children to enter the book. Select books with enticingly illustrated front covers. 
Prepare a display that includes artifacts that appear in the book. Rotate books often so students are always inter-
ested in the newly featured titles.

F THE BOTTOM LINE F

In celebrating asian american Heritage month, it is important to remember that teachers and librarians play a 
critical role in how children benefit from this focus. What we display and feature, what we read aloud to children, 
and how we engage children in discussion of books and follow-up learning experiences determine the impact the 
books have. As adults who influence children, we must continue to read widely, reflect on the issues presented, 
consider the cultural dimensions of the literature, and make meaningful connections to our own lives and help 
children also make connections. But most of all, we must make a commitment to seek good books, enjoy reading, 
and share that delight with the children and adults around us.



Illustration © Kurt Wiese from The Five Chinese Brothers

6

Fages 4-8F

all tHe Way to lHasa
A Tale from Tibet
Written and illustrated by 
Barbara Helen Berger
Based on a Tibetan parable, this is the story 
of a boy and his yak who bravely over-
come all odds to get to Lhasa. “Berger’s  
illustrations . . . sweep across spreads and 
are laced with numerous symbols from  
Tibetan art and culture . . . it is well worth 
the trip.”—School Library Journal
HC 978-0-399-23387-6 • 32 pp. • $17.99
NCSS

tHe bracelet
Yoshiko Uchida
Illustrated by Joanna Yardley
“Before Emi leaves Berkeley, her best 
friend gives her a bracelet. Emi’s heartbro-
ken when she loses the gift in the [intern-
ment] camp. . . .The bracelet becomes a 
metaphor for the gift of friendship, the loss, 
and the enduring bond . . . it is about the 
wartime refugee everywhere, and kids will 
identify with the injustice that could sud-
denly invade an ordinary home right here 
on their street.”—Booklist
PB 978-0-698-11390-9 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-22503-1 • 32 pp. • $16.99 
IRA-TC, NCSS

tHe brave little parrot
Rafe Martin
Illustrated by Susan Gaber
“A retelling of a traditional Jakata tale from 
India. A gray parrot witnesses the start of 
a forest fire. She knows she can fly away 
to safety, but when she sees the devasta-
tion and other forest dwellers trapped by 
the fire, she tries to save them. The artwork 
strongly reinforces the message of this 
lovely story.”—School Library Journal 
HC 978-0-399-22825-4 • 32 pp. • $16.99
CCBC

brotHers
Yin
Illustrated by Chris K. Soentpiet
Young Ming ventures outside of San Fran-
cisco’s Chinatown and meets a kind Irish 
boy named Patrick. So begins a remark-
able friendship that brings two very dif-
ferent communities together. “Great for 
group sharing, this tale will be welcomed 
by classes learning about history, immigra-
tion, and multiculturalism, as well as how 
to be a friend.”—Booklist 
HC 978-0-399-23406-4 • 40 pp. • $16.99

cHinese motHer  
goose rHymes
Edited by Robert Wyndham
Illustrated by Ed Young
“Beautifully conceived [and] designed to 
be read vertically, with the original Chinese 
script ornamenting the outside margins and 
imaginative, entertaining poetry featuring a 
different treatment of familiar themes.”

—Booklist 
PB 978-0-698-11622-1 • 48 pp. • $7.99
CCBC

coolies
Yin
Illustrated by Chris K. Soentpiet
Inspired by actual events in the history 
of the American railroad, Coolies reveals 
the harsh truth about life for thousands of  
Chinese laborers, while it celebrates the 
love and loyalty between two brothers who 
were determined not only to survive, but 
to succeed. “[T]enderly depicted in art and 
text.”—School Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-250055-2 • 40 pp. • $7.99
HC 978-0-399-23227-5 • 40 pp. • $16.99
IRA

croW boy
Written and illustrated by Taro Yashima
“A shy mountain boy in Japan leaves his 
home at dawn and returns at sunset to go 
to the village school. Pictures and text of 
moving and harmonious simplicity.”

—Saturday Review 
PB 978-0-14-050172-8 • 40 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-670-24931-2 • 40 pp. • $17.99
ALA, CH

daisy comes Home
Written and illustrated by Jan Brett
The other hens pick on Daisy. One day, 
Daisy is accidentally washed out onto the 
river and she soon learns to stand up for 
herself. When she finds her way home, this 
plucky little hen is no longer afraid as she 
bravely takes her place on the roost. “Brett, 
known for her intricate designs and her en-
gaging artwork, outdoes herself in this story 
set in modern-day China.”—Booklist ★
PB 978-0-14-240270-2 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-23618-1 • 32 pp. • $16.99
NCSS

dear Juno
Soyung Pak
Illustrated by Susan Kathleen Hartung
Juno can’t read the Korean words his grand-
mother writes from Korea, but she has sent 
along a dried flower and a picture of herself 
with a cat. “The messages that can be con-
veyed without words, language differences 
between generations, and family ties across 
great distances are gently and affectingly 
handled in this first picture book.”

—Kirkus Reviews 
PB 978-0-14-230017-6 •32 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-670-88252-6 • 32 pp. • $17.99 
EJK, IRA-CC, NCTE
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an elepHant in tHe backyard
Text and photographs by Richard Sobol
“Readers can learn about an endangered 
species and the culture of an Asian coun-
try in this engaging photo-essay. The text is 
packed with interesting tidbits about these 
large mammals . . . and day-to-day life in 
Tha Klan.”—School Library Journal
HC 978-0-525-47288-9 • 32 pp. • $17.99
NCSS

dragon dancing
Carole Lexa Schaefer
Illustrated by Pierr Morgan
“Pleasing to the eye and the ear, this book 
is a satisfying introduction to the dragon of 
Chinese culture and may also inspire the 
creation of a few original ‘sparkly paper 
and ribbons’ dragon crafts.”

—School Library Journal ★ 
HC 978-0-670-06084-9 • 40 pp. • $16.99

tHe emperor and tHe kite
Jane Yolen
Illustrated by Ed Young
“Yolen’s lovely story of the Chinese  
emperor’s youngest daughter, who frees 
her father from imprisonment by means of 
a kite, is unchanged, but the illustrations 
are more striking and more effective than 
ever . . . a familiar jewel polished to unac-
customed brilliance.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-698-11644-3 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-21499-8 • 32 pp. • $16.99
ala, ccbc, cH, slJ

tHe Five cHinese brotHers
Claire Huchet Bishop
Illustrated by Kurt Wiese
The classic picture-story about five clever 
brothers, each with a different extraor-
dinary ability, has been in print for over 
50 years. “An original nonsense tale told  
with . . . spirit and gusto.”

—The Horn Book 
PB 978-0-698-11357-2 • 64 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-399-23319-7 • 64 pp. • $14.99

tHe Funny little Woman
Arlene Mosel
Illustrated by Blair Lent
“A folktale of old Japan, from Lafacadio 
Hearn’s collection, tells of a runaway rice 
dumpling and an old woman who chases it 
into the lair of some three-eyed oni, wick-
ed monsters who keep her captive as their 
coolie.”—Library of Congress 
PB 978-0-14-054753-5• 40 pp. • $5.99
ALA, HB, HC, CM

tHe girl WHo 
loved caterpillars 
A Twelfth-Century Tale from Japan
Jean Merrill
Illustrated by Floyd Cooper
“Twelfth-century Japan was hardly a time 
of feminism, but this story retells a tale, 
found on a scroll of a strong girl with ideas 
of her own . . . . The drama of the story is 
stunningly captured by Cooper’s soft oil-
wash paintings . . . . Izumi herself almost 
takes the reader’s breath away, so real is 
she; her life-affirming determination elec-
trifies every page. Truly, a timeless story.”

—Booklist ★
HC 978-0-399-21871-2 • 32 pp. • $16.99
CCBC

Henry and tHe kite dragon
Bruce Edward Hall
Illustrated by William Low
In this touching story based on true 1920's 
events, two rival groups of children repre-
senting two different cultures come face 
to face, and when they do, they find they 
share much more than just the same sky. 
“Hall's story . . . subtly teaches that bigotry 
and hatred is often based in ignorance . . . . 
An excellent resource for teaching diversity 
and a little urban history as well.”

—Kirkus Reviews ★
HC 978-0-399-23727-0 • 40 pp. • $15.99
JAH, NCSS

i, doko
A Basket’s Tale
Written and illustrated by Ed Young
“This fable begins at the marketplace, when 
a young father chooses a new basket for his 
family. Told from the point of view of the 
basket, the story proceeds as the baby boy 
grows up, the man's wife dies, and the son 
marries and has a family of his own . . . . 
The simple text offers a splendid backdrop 
for the beautiful illustrations.”

—School Library Journal
HC 978-0-399-23625-9 • 32 pp. • $16.99

iF not For tHe calico cat
Mary Blount Christian
Illustrated by Sebastiá Serra
Long ago, sailors believed that a calico 
cat aboard their ships meant good luck, 
so the crew of The Jade Lotus must trick a 
cat on board. “One amusing disaster leads 
to another. . . [in] this fast-paced adven- 
ture. . . ”—Booklist
HC 978-0-525-47779-2 • 32 pp. • $16.99
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tHe king’s cHessboard
David Birch
Illustrated by Devis Grebu
At the king’s urging, a wise man chooses 
a reward—some rice for each square of 
the chessboard, the amount to be doubled 
each day. The king is thrilled by this decep-
tively simple request. But as the days pass, 
the royal granaries are almost depleted. 
“Should intrigue children by its mathemati-
cal possibilities as much as by its moral 
lesson.”—Kirkus Reviews 
PB 978-0-14-054880-8 • 32 pp. • $6.99
NCSS, NSTA

lissy's Friends
Written and illustrated by Grace Lin
“Lissy, a new girl at school, discovers that 
her imagination can help her make friends 
when an inspiration comes from an unlikely 
source. . . . Children will find the artwork 
compelling and the story of making friends 
of interest.”—School Library Journal
HC 978-0-670-06072-6 • 40 pp. $15.99

tHe little red FisH
Taeeun Yoo
A heartwarming story of a little boy who 
falls asleep in the library and wakes up to 
find his fish is missing from newcomer Yoo. 
“. . . Shutting the book feels like awakening 
from a dream.”—Publishers Weekly ★  
HC 978-0-8037-3145-5 • 40 pp. • $15.99 

lon po po
A Red-Riding Hood Story  
from China
Written and illustrated by Ed Young
“Not for the faint-hearted, Lon Po Po 
(Grandmother Wolf), is a tale of menacing 
danger and courage . . . . [Young’s] com-
mand of page composition and his sen-
sitive use of color give the book a visual 
force that matches the strength of the story 
and stands as one of the illustrator’s best 
efforts.”—Booklist ★
PB 978-0-698-11382-4 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-21619-0 • 32 pp. • $16.99
BEC, BG, CM, SLJ

my Family is Forever
Written and illustrated by Nancy Carlson
“A young Asian girl's first-person simple 
narration states how she came to her 
adoptive parents and describes the joys  
of having a loving family . . . . [T]his cozy 
picture book will have great appeal for 
many youngsters.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-14-240561-1 • 32 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-670-03650-9 • 32 pp. • $15.99

my mei mei
Ed Young
More than anything else in the world,  
Antonia wants a Mei Mei, little sister, to call 
her own. But when she and her parents fly 
all the way to China to get her little sister 
she is not at all like Antonia imagined her. 
“Irresistibly beautiful and filled with feel-
ing.”—School Library Journal ★
HC 978-0-399-24339-4 • 32 pp. • $16.99 

one leaF rides tHe Wind
Counting in a Japanese Garden
Celeste Davidson Mannis
Illustrated by Susan Kathleen Hartung
“This counting book, which follows a  
Japanese girl as she explores a traditional  
garden, offers an introduction to haiku and 
aspects of Japanese culture . . . . The book 
as a whole is elegantly and respectfully 
presented and the counting aspect is  
especially well crafted, capturing the  
meandering focus of a small child.”

—School Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-240195-8 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-670-03525-0 • 40 pp. • $15.99
IRA

oranges on 
golden mountain
Elizabeth Partridge
Illustrated by Aki Sogabe
“When drought strikes the Chinese village 
where Jo Lee lives, his mother sends him to 
an uncle who works in a fishing village of 
Chinese immigrants in the California  
coast . . . . The spirited story is beautifully 
written . . . . The striking, skillful paper-cut 
illustrations . . . create a vivid sense of 
place and do much to explain and extend 
the story’s action.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-14-250033-0 • 40 pp. • $6.99

tHe real story oF stone soup
Ying Chang Compestine
Illustrated by Stéphane Jorisch
“This entertaining variant is loaded with 
subtle visual and verbal humor; audiences 
will get a particular kick out of . . . this 
witty retelling.”
—Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
HC 978-0-525-47493-7 • 32 pp. • $16.99 
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sadako
Eleanor Coerr
Illustrated by Ed Young
“Coerr uses a quiet, unsentimental voice in 
her retelling, letting the content of the story 
speak for itself. And it does, powerfully. 
Young amplifies the story’s vision with his 
impressionistic pastel artwork illustrating 
scene after scene with narrative simplic-
ity and emotional depth. A remarkable,  
moving book.”—Booklist ★
PB 978-0-698-11588-0 • 48 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-21771-5 • 48 pp. • $17.99
ALA, BEC, IRA-TC, NCSS

silly cHicken
Rukhsana Khan
Illustrated by Yunmee Kyong
“Set in rural Pakistan, this story presents a 
unique look at sibling rivalry. The straight-
forward text does a good job of presenting 
the girl’s point of view, highlighting her 
feelings of jealousy as well as her concern 
for her mother. Cultural details are natu-
rally incorporated into both the text and 
pictures, allowing readers a glimpse into 
life in another country.”

—School Library Journal
HC 978-0-670-05912-6 • 32 pp. • $15.99
EJK

someone says
Carole Lexa Schaefer
Illustrated by Pierr Morgan
“The simplicity of the story is enriched with 
rhythmic, playful language. The exuberant 
art shows colorfully dressed youngsters 
bursting with energy. A glorious book.”

 — School Library Journal ★
HC 978-0-670-03664-6 32 pp. • $15.99

tHe stonecutter
A Japanese Folk Tale
Written and illustrated by 
Gerald McDermott
An ancient Japanese fable about a man’s 
foolish longing for power. “A dazzling  
picture-story, reminiscent of its folklore  
origin yet contemporary in feeling and 
original in execution.’’—The Horn Book 
PB 978-0-14-050289-3 • 32 pp. • $5.99
IRA-CC

tHe story about ping
Marjorie Flack
Illustrated by Kurt Wiese
“Kurt Wiese and Marjorie Flack have creat-
ed in Ping a duckling of great individuality 
against a background [the Yangtze River] 
that has both accuracy and charm.”

—The New York Times 
PB 978-0-14-050241-1 • 32 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-670-67223-3 • 32 pp. • $15.99
RR

sumi’s First day oF  
scHool ever
Soyung Pak
Illustrated by Joung Un Kim
 “Sumi, a Korean American child, is lonely 
and afraid when she starts school, but with 
the help of a kind teacher and a friendly 
classmate, she comes to realize that school 
may be ‘not-so-lonely, not-so-scary, not-so-
mean.’ “—Booklist
HC 978-0-670-03522-9 • 32 pp. • $15.99

tHe tale oF tHe 
mandarin ducks
Katherine Paterson
Illustrated by Leo & Diane Dillon
“There is a quiet subtlety of tone in both text 
and illustration that perfectly captures the  
spirit of this Japanese folktale [about] a 
mandarin drake [who] is separated from 
his mate by a cruel lord . . . . Paterson’s 
economical use of language conveys the 
pure essence of a story that needs no verbal 
embellishment.”

—School Library Journal ★
PB 978-0-14-055739-8 • 40 pp. • $6.99
ala, bec, bg, ncss, slJ

tHank you, World
Alice B. McGinty
Illustrated by Wendy Anderson Halperin
Eight very different kids, from eight different 
countries, all go about the same day and 
experience the same moments of happi-
ness. Uplifting and visually rich, this book 
reminds us that the world isn’t as large as 
it seems.
HC 978-0-8037-2705-2 • $16.99 • 32 pp.

 umbrella
Written and illustrated by Taro Yashima
“The anticipation, impatience, and joy of 
a little girl who waits for a rainy day to use 
her birthday umbrella are sensitively por-
trayed in a beautiful picture book.’’

—Booklist
PB 978-0-14-050240-4 • 40 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-670-73858-8 • 40 pp. • $15.99
ala, cH
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Waiting For may
Written and illustrated by  
Janet Morgan Stoeke
“Based on the author’s personal experi-
ences, this story portrays a family's long 
wait to travel to China to meet their new 
baby girl. [T]he smoothly flowing text also 
imparts a surprising amount of information 
about requirements unique to international 
adoptions . . . and even referring to China’s 
one-child policy. The colorful paintings en-
hance the narrative and capture the various 
emotions of the characters. [C]harming . . . . ”

—School Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-240853-7 • 32 pp. $5.99
HC 978-0-525-47098-4 • 32 pp. • $16.99

tHe Weaving oF a dream
Written and illustrated by Marilee Heyer
“Heyer’s skillful retelling of the ancient 
legend and her magnificent illustrations 
combine to form a book of astonishing 
beauty.”—School Library Journal ★
PB 978-0-14-050528-3 • 32 pp. • $6.99
NCSS

yeH-sHen
A Cinderella Story from China
Ai-Ling Louie
Illustrated by Ed Young
Set in China, the tale of Yeh-Shen is similar 
to the familiar European fairytale of Cinder-
ella. Yet it is at least 1,000 years older than 
the earliest known Western version. “Every 
library will be enriched by it.”

—School Library Journal 
PB 978-0-698-11388-6 • 32 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-20900-0 • 32 pp. • $16.99
ALA, BG, IRA-CC, IRA-TC, SLJ

F ages 7-10 F

marco? polo!
Jon Scieszka
Illustrated by Adam McCauley
Did you ever wonder what might happen 
if someone had a time-warping book they 
got from their uncle who was a magician 
and they took it to the local YMCA pool 
while they played Marco? Polo! with their 
two best friends? Well, wonder no more. If 
the explorer is Marco Polo, then this must 
be 13th century China. 
PB 978-0-14-241177-3 • 96 pp • $4.99
Available May 2008

HC 978-0-670-06104-4 • 80 pp. • $14.99 

pearl Harbor is burning!
A Story of World War II
Kathleen V. Kudlinski
Illustrated by Ronald Himler
“Frank wishes his family had never moved 
to Hawaii. He has no friends and the  
local boys taunt him as a haoli, an outsider. 
When Kenji, a Japanese-American boy, of-
fers friendship, they discover a lot in com-
mon . . . . An effective snapshot of the past, 
this book presents a realistic picture of what 
residents of Honolulu experienced on that 
fateful day.”—School Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-034509-4 • 64 pp. • $5.99

sadako and tHe tHousand
paper cranes
Eleanor Coerr
Illustrated by Ronald Himler
“Sadako Sasaki was two when the atom 
bomb was dropped on her city [Hiroshi-
ma]. Ten years later the first signs of leuke-
mia appeared. This story of Sadako’s twelfth 
year is filled with life, longing, fear, hope, 
love, and inevitability. During the long 
days abed Sadako folded paper cranes, 
for legend holds that [if] a sick person 
folds 1,000 the gods [will] make her well  
again. . . . An extraordinary book.”

—Booklist ★
PB PMC 978-0-14-240113-2 • 80 pp. • $5.99 
PB 978-0-698-11802-7 • 80 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-399-23799-7 • 80 pp. • $16.99

tHe song lee series
Suzy Kline
Illustrated by Frank Remkiewicz
Short, simple chapter books featuring Song 
Lee, Horrible Harry’s Korean-American 
classmate, whose kindness and bravery 
come to the rescue of her trouble-making 
friend’s ways
EACH: 64 pp. • $3.99

#1 song lee and tHe 
“i Hate you” notes
PB 978-0-14-130303-1

#2 song lee and tHe leecH man
PB 978-0-14-037255-7

#3 song lee in room 2b
PB 978-0-14-130408-3
IRA-CC

WHo Was marco polo?
Joan Holub
Illustrated by John O 'Brien
More than seven hundred years ago a  
teenaged boy began a twenty-four-year-
long odyssey that would take him from the  
medieval city of Venice to the fabled king-
dom of the great Kublai Khan.  Now young 
readers can experience the journey in this 
entertaining, and highly readable biography.
PB 978-0-448-44540-3 • 112 pp. • $4.99
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Fages 8-12 F

beginning origami
The Metropolitan Museum of Art
Illustrated by Steve and Megumi Biddle
Children and origami novices will be able 
to handle the 20 projects supported by short 
text and easy-to-follow diagrams. Photos 
from the museum’s collection accompany 
each project.
HC 978-0-670-03648-6 • 96 pp. • $17.99

easy origami
Dokuohtei Nakano
Translated by Eric Kenneway
Make boats that float, wiggling snakes, 
tumbling acrobats, a jumping frog, and 
many more fantastic creatures through the 
art of paper folding! Easy-to-follow, step-
by-step instructions and clear diagrams in-
troduce the magic of origami in this classic 
guide used by Japanese school-children. 
“Children will be delighted . . . . The title 
says it all.”—School Library Journal 
PB 978-0-14-036525-2 • 64 pp. • $7.99
RR

gay-neck
The Story of a Pigeon
Dhan Gopal Mukerji
Illustrated by Boris Artzybasheff
The thrilling adventure of a carrier pigeon 
in India whose young master sends him to 
serve in World War I.
HC 978-0-525-30400-5 • 192 pp. • $15.99
NM

mieko and tHe FiFtH
treasure
Eleanor Coerr
When the bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, 
Mieko’s nearby village was turned into  
ruins, and her hand was badly injured. 
“Coerr has created an intriguing and beau-
tifully told tale whose strong message about 
friendship, self confidence, and hope is 
inspiring.”—Booklist ★
PB 978-0-698-11990-1 • 80 pp. • $5.99

oH, oH, origami!
Heather Alexander
Illustrated by Sophie Casson
This outstanding craft book with simple 
step-by-step diagrams comes complete 
with instructions and enough colored ori-
gami paper for fifteen projects ranging from 
a simple cat, tulip, or drinking cup to a 
more advanced fortune tell, double-pocket 
heart, or penguin!
PB 978-0-8431-1029-6 • 32 pp. • $6.99

origami
Inspired by Japanese Prints from 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art
Illustrated by Steve and Megumi Biddle
Discover the secrets of origami in this 
unique and handsome book which un-
folds to reveal 48 brightly colored sheets 
of origami paper and 34 different origami 
projects.
HC 978-0-670-88206-9 • 96 pp. • $24.00

park’s Quest
Katherine Paterson
“Paterson offers her young readers a 
glimpse of the Vietnam War from what 
might be considered the next generation, 
the children of veterans, those for whom 
Vietnam is a vague historical event that 
has nevertheless somehow changed their 
lives.”—The New York Times 
PB 978-0-14-034262-8 • 160 pp. • $5.99
HB, IRA-CC, IRA-TC, NCSS

sHen oF tHe sea
Chinese Stories for Children
Arthur B. Chrisman
Illustrated by Else Hasselriis
“Short stories about Chinese people and 
life which blend happily a foreign atmo-
sphere and a sense of reality. Some have a 
folklore quality and all are told delightfully 
with humor and sprightliness.’’—Booklist 
HC 978-0-525-39244-6 • 224 pp. • $16.99
NM

tHe WHite stag
Written and illustrated by Kate Seredy
The epic story of the migration of the Huns 
and Magyars from Asia to Europe with “the 
wonder of a fairy tale, the stirring romance 
of heroic legend . . . the color, atmosphere, 
and poetry of this artist’s retelling of the 
story of Attila.”—The New York Times 
PB 978-0-14-031258-4 • 96 pp. • $4.99
ALA, NM

younguncle comes 
to toWn
Vandana Singh
Illustrated by B. M. Kamath
“This easy chapter book introduces young 
readers to the footloose and peculiar Youn-
guncle . . . . There is something decidedly 
Mary Poppins-esque about this tale of an 
unusual stranger who has the most remark-
able things happen to him on a daily  
basis . . . . [E]ntertaining.”

—The Horn Book
HC 978-0-670-06051-1 • 112 pp. • $14.99
ALA
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Fages 10 up F

tHe amaH
Laurence Yep
When Amy Chin’s mother takes a job as 
an amah (a Chinese nanny), and Amy’s 
household responsibilities increase, all she 
really wants is to have her lessons, her life, 
and her mother back. “A realistic story of 
a contemporary Chinese-American family 
with flaws and strengths.”

—School Library Journal 
PB 978-0-698-11878-2 • 192 pp. • $6.99

tHe demon in tHe teaHouse
Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler
“This is traditional mystery, with a well-
conceived plot, authentic clues, and a 
satisfying conclusion. The hallmark is the 
atmospheric setting, which makes the intri-
cacies of shogun-era Japan as intriguing as 
the plot.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-698-11971-0 • 192 pp. • $5.99

tHe emperor’s silent army
Terracotta Warriors of Ancient China
Jane O’Connor
In 1974, archaeologists discovered clay  
soldiers buried over 2,200 years ago along-
side Qin Shihuang, the first emperor of China,  
who had the notion his men would protect 
him for all eternity. This story tells of Qin 
Shihuang’s incredible accomplishments 
and the ongoing saga of this unique exca-
vation. “[T]his will catch the imagination 
of a wide range of readers.”
—Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books
HC 978-0-670-03512-0 • 48 pp. • $17.99
ALA-QP, IRA-TC, NCSS, OPH

tHe gHost in tHe tokaido inn
Dorothy Hoobler & Thomas Hoobler
“In eighteenth-century Japan, 14-year-old 
Seikei is a merchant’s son with secret 
dreams of becoming a samurai . . . . On 
a stopover at the Tokaido Inn, Seikei  
witnesses a legendary ghost stealing a  
jewel belonging to a samurai . . . . Rich 
with atmosphere and details that teach 
much of the Japanese culture, this is a fine 
selection for any YA collection.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-698-11879-9 • 224 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-399-23330-2 • 224 pp. • $17.99
ALA-QP, ALA-YA, BB, IRA-YA

HannaH West in tHe 
belltoWn toWers
A Mystery
Linda Johns
“Johns has concocted a wonderful char-
acter in 12-year-old Hannah West . . . . 
Adopted from China as an infant, Hannah 
and her adoptive mother . . . earn their 
way by house-sitting. While taking care of 
an apartment in Seattle’s upscale Belltown 
Towers, [they] stumble upon an art theft. 
With a great back story and an engaging 
heroine, this enjoyable mystery is a strong 
addition to the Sleuth imprint.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-14-240637-3 • 160 pp. • $5.99 

HannaH West in deep Water
A Mystery
Linda Johns
This follow-up to Hannah West in the Bell-
town Towers finds the 12-year-old Chi-
nese adoptee and her mom house-sitting a 
houseboat and a dog…Hannah is inquisi-
tive, lively, and outspoken, and her often-
droll first-person narrative incorporates 
plenty of local flavor . . . ”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-14-240700-4 • 160 pp. • $5.99

HannaH West in tHe  
center oF tHe universe
A Mystery
Linda Johns
Someone is kidnapping canines, and it’s 
got the dog-crazy denizens of Fremont—
where Hannah and her mom have landed 
their latest house-sitting gig—all riled-up. 
Hannah’s dog-walking business marks her 
as a suspect and she knows that this is one 
case she’s got to get to the bottom of!
PB 978-0-14-240756-1 • 176 pp. • $5.99

HannaH West on 
millionaire’s roW
Linda Johns
Hannah West is back—and this time she’s 
living in the lap of luxury in a mansion 
on Millionaire’s Row. But when someone 
starts breaking into homes, doing feng shui 
and stealing valuables, Hannah is intrigued 
. . . and on the case!
PB 978-0-14-240824-7 • 160 pp • $6.99

in darkness, deatH
Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler
“This fine mystery set in 18th-century Japan 
continues the adventures of Judge Ooka 
and his 14-year-old adopted son, Seikei. 
This time, they are asked to investigate the 
death of Lord Inaba, who was murdered 
under the watchful eye of the shogun . . . .  
A satisfying mystery that's sure to please 
fans and likely to win a few converts.”

—School Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-240366-2 • 208 pp. • $6.99
HC 978-0-399-23767-6 • 208 pp. • $16.99
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kim/kimi
Hadley Irwin
Despite a warm, loving relationship with 
her mother, her stepfather, and her half-
brother, sixteen-year-old Kim/Kimi feels the 
need to find answers about her Japanese-
American father, who died before she was 
born. “Readers will be drawn by the inher-
ent drama of Kim’s conflict and her painful 
discoveries.”—Booklist 
PB 978-0-14-032593-5 • 208 pp. • $5.99

ribbons
Laurence Yep
A promising young ballet student can-
not afford to continue lessons when her 
grandmother emigrates from Hong Kong. 
“An appealing story that draws readers 
into the world of ballet while offering an 
authentic and sometimes amusing look at 
the dynamics of Chinese-American family 
life.”—School Library Journal 
PB 978-0-698-11606-1 • 192 pp. • $5.99
ccbc, Ja, ncss

a samurai never Fears deatH
Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler
The story of a young samurai who must re-
turn to the home he has tried to forget. “. . .  
featuring colorful glimpses into 18th-cen-
tury Japan . . . unpredictable and culturally 
rich.”—Kirkus Reviews
HC 978-0-399-24609-8 • 208 pp. • $12.99

tHe sWord tHat cut tHe 
burning grass
Dorothy & Thomas Hoobler
“The Hooblers’ successful series featuring 
a 14-year-old samurai apprentice contin-
ues in this fourth book. Here, Seikei gets 
an unusual assignment from a shogunal  
official. The teenage emperor has run away, 
and Seikei is to find him and bring him 
back to resume his duties. As in previous 
books, the Hooblers write with flair about 
eighteenth-century Japan . . . .  Unique to 
the genre.”—Booklist
PB 978-0-14-240689-2 • 224 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-399-24272-4 • 224 pp. • $10.99

Fages 12 up F

climbing tHe stairs
Padma Venkatraman
Living in British-occupied India during  
World War II, fifteen-year-old Vidya’s 
dream is to attend college. But her hopes 
are shattered when her father is injured 
and she must go live with her grandfather’s 
strict upper-class family. This inspiring tale 
follows Vidya as she finds her place in her 
family and in society. 
HC 978-0-399-24746-0 • 256 pp • $16.99
Available May 2008

eon: dragoneye reborn
Alison Goodman
Sixteen-year-old Eon has been study-
ing Dragon Magic, based on the Chinese  
zodiac, for years. He hopes that he’ll be 
able to apprentice to one of the energy 
dragons for good fortune. But Eon also has 
a secret: he is actually Eona, a girl living a 
dangerous lie for the chance to become a 
Dragoneye.
HC 978-0-670-06227-0 • 544 pp • $19.99
Available July 2008

First daugHter
Extreme American Makeover
Mitali Perkins
As the adopted Pakistani daughter of the 
Republican candidate for president, Sa-
meera is headed for the White House—and 
an all-American makeover! True to her cul-
ture, Sameera joins a group of South Asian 
students to take on her father’s staff and 
their plans. “. . . Savvy and appealing . . .”

—School  Library Journal
PB 978-0-14-241154-4 • 288 pp • $7.99
Available July 2008

HC 978-0-525-47800-3   • 192 pp. • $16.99 

First daugHter
White House Rules
Mitali Perkins
Sameera is now living in the White House. 
Fabulous, right? Actually, it’s no fairy tale. 
The Secret Service and the paparazzi fol-
low her everywhere. So Sameera decides 
to escape. Will she be able to pull it off, 
or will her plan backfire on the entire First 
Family?
HC 978-0-525-47951-2 • 224 pp • $16.99

tHe Fold
An Na
When Joyce is offered the gift of the fold 
surgery—meant to make Asian women’s 
eyes more “pretty” and “American”—she 
isn’t sure if she should go through with 
it. What results is Printz Award-winning 
author Na’s funny and thought-provoking 
look at notions of beauty and who sets the 
standards. 
HC 978-0-399-24276-2 • 288 pp • $16.99
Available April 2008

HirosHima dreams
Kelly Easton
A poignant coming-of-age novel about 
Lin and the psychic gift she shares with 
her grandmother Obaasan, who was pres-
ent at the Hiroshima bombing and is now 
slowly dying. “Lin's observations of her 
family drawn between two cultures—with 
very different ways of seeing the world and 
speaking about it—has appeal for a re-
markably wide range of ages . . . ”

—Kirkus Reviews”
HC 978-0-525-47821-8 • 192 pp • $16.99
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Homesick
My Own Story
Jean Fritz
Illustrated by Margot Tomes
“Fritz draws readers into scenes of her 
youth in the turbulent China of the mid-
twenties. One comes to appreciate the 
generous affection of her nurse/companion 
Lin Nai-Nai, the isolating distance in her 
mother’s grief over losing a second child, 
the dynamics of a suffering population 
venting its hostility on foreigners, and most 
of all, the loneliness of a child’s exile from 
a homeland she has imagined constantly 
but never seen.”—Booklist ★
PB PMC 978-0-14-240761-5 • 128 pp. • $6.99

PB 978-0-698-11782-2 • 160 pp. • $5.99
HC 978-0-399-20933-8 • 160 pp. • $17.99
BEC, BGH, CA, CCBC, IRA-TC, NBA, NH, 

SLJ
 
kung Fu princess
Pamela Walker
Fourteen-year-old Cassidy Chen discovers 
that she is a direct descendant of the two 
female founders of Wing Chun kung fu—a 
rigorous and mystical form of Chinese mar-
tial arts. But the magic begins when she is 
presented with a mysterious box contain-
ing five gold coins, each connected with a 
demon she must battle before coming into 
her true identity.
EACH: 224 pp. • $6.99 pb

#1 daugHter oF ligHt
PB 978-0-448-44139-9 

#2 in gold and Jade
PB 978-0-448-44140-5 

#3 veil oF secrets
PB 978-0-448-44141-2 

s.a.s.s.: noW and Zen
Linda Gerber
Nori Tanaka is thrilled to be studying 
abroad in Tokyo, Japan, but it doesn’t take 
long to realize that she has a lot to learn, 
before she can pass for a native. But after 
exploring the peaceful temples in Kyoto, 
and the tranquil heights of Mt. Fuji, Nori 
knows she has a good chance of finding 
the hidden Japanese spirit and Zen mindset 
within herself. 
PB 978-0-14-240657-1 • 224 pp. • $6.99

samurai sHorstop
Alan Gratz
 “Growing up in Tokyo in the 1890s, after 
the Emperor outlawed the samurai tradi-
tion of his ancestors, Toyo . . .  must find 
his own path between the old ways and the 
new ones, which are symbolized for Toyo 
by the sport he loves: baseball. A memora-
ble chronicle of boys’ inhumanity to boys, 
and a testament to enduring values in a 
time of social change.”—Booklist ★
PB: 978-0-14-241099-8 • 288 pp • $7.99
HC 978-0-8037-3075-5 • 288 pp. • $17.99

a step From Heaven
An Na
When Young Ju Park moves from Korea to 
Southern California, the transition is far 
from easy. Faced with countless unexpect-
ed challenges, she finds a surprising new 
voice—neither Korean nor American, but 
uniquely her own. “A beautifully written, 
affecting work.”

—School Library Journal ★
PB 978-0-14-250027-9 • 160 pp. • $7.99
ALA, ALA-YA, HB, IRA, IRA-YA, NBAH, PA

tales oF tHe otori
Lian Hearn
Sixteen–year-old Takeo, the only survivor 
of a raid on his village by the evil Lord Iida, 
is rescued by the kind and charismatic Lord 
Otori. But does Lord Otori have reasons 
beyond kindness for taking Takeo under 
his wing?  “Hearn creates an engaging al-
ternate Japan, filled with knowing details 
about the people and the land, mixed with 
a few fantastic touches of the Crouching  
Tiger, Hidden Dragon type.”

—The New York Times 

across tHe nigHtingale Floor
episode one

PB 978-0-14-240324-2 • 240 pp. • 
$6.50

grass For His pilloW
episode one

PB 978-0-14-240423-2 • 256 pp. • 
$6.50

Wait For me
An Na
“The author of the Printz Award Book A 
Step from Heaven (2001) tells another con-
temporary Korean American story of leaving 
home. This time, though, love is as power-
ful as the intense family drama. The focus is 
on high-school senior Mina, trapped in the 
web of lies invented to satisfy her overbear-
ing mom, Uhmma, who expects Mina to 
attend Harvard and escape the drudgery of 
their small-town dry cleaning store. The 
conflicts of love, loyalty, and betrayal drive 
the plot––and they eventually show Mina 
her way.”—Booklist ★
PB 978-0-14-240918-3 • 192 pp • $7.99
HC 978-0-399-24275-5 • 240 pp.• $15.99
ALA-YA
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b & t = book and tape set

bd = board

hc = hardcover

pb = paperback

PMC = Puffin Modern Classic edition

SP = Spanish edition

r = rack-size (43/8 x 71/8)

d = digest-size (51/6 x 73/4)
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