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Penguin Young Readers Group offers updated riffs on classic fairy tales 
that you can use in any classroom!

Impossible
Nancy Werlin

Ages 12 and up
Dial Books for Young Readers

Into the Wild 
Sarah Beth Durst

Ages 9-11
978-1-595-14185-9 (PB) 

$7.99
Razorbill

★★
Out of the Wild 
Sarah Beth Durst

Ages 9–11
Razorbill
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Rapunzel
Rachel Isadora

Ages 6–8 
G.P. Putnam’s Sons
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Children throughout the world love the Grimm stories, 
but may not identify with the European geography or 
Western culture. Abandoning dark German forests and 
fantastic French castles, Caldecott Honor-winning author 
and illustrator Rachel Isadora reimagines Rapunzel in a 
colorful, vibrant Africa. Ask students to draw or collage 
a scene from their favorite story but place it in another 
country or continent. How does a story change when the 
action moves to a new physical setting?

Fairy tales are full of princesses and princesses, but also dangers, death, monsters, and 
cruelty. What if you only had nine months to defeat an ancient curse and save your-
self and your unborn daughter, like Lucy in Nancy Werlin’s Scarborough Fair-inspired 
Impossible? Or what if fairy tale characters fl ed their unhappy, neverending stories for 
the real world, only to have the stories draw them in again, like in Sarah Beth Durst’s 
Into the Wild and Out of the Wild? Encourage older students to write a story about how a 
21st-century kid would react to being caught in a fairy or folk tale.  Ask them to consider 
how they would use today’s technology. 
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The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales
by Jon Scieszka & Illustrated by Lane Smith.

978-0-670-06300-0 (PB) • $9.99 • Ages 3 and up
Viking Children’s Books

★ ★★Un-Grim Grimm Tales

The Grimm tales are often cautionary and fi lled with unpleasant endings for many 
characters. Some nursery rhymes hide political criticism and historical commentary. But 
through parody and humorous reinterpretations, even the endless nagging of the 
righteous red hen can become funny, like in Jon Scieszka’s Caldecott Honor-winning 
book The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales.  

Challenge your students to irreverently retell a story.  They can add twists to well-known 
stories by altering a pivotal plot point or revealing odd characteristics about the main 
characters.  Maybe Rapunzel’s hair is a wig.  Maybe Little Red Riding Hood’s grand-
mother is a werewolf.  The crazier the twist, the better! 
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Gingerbread Friends 
Jan Brett
Ages 3–5 

G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Humpty Dumpty Climbs 
Again

Dave Horowitz
Ages 3–5

G.P. Putnam’s Sons

★★★★★★★★Happily Ever After?

Fairy tales provide great beginning and ending points for 
new stories.  What if the Gingerbread Boy wasn’t eaten? 
Maybe he’d grow lonely, and look for a friend, like in Jan 
Brett’s picture book Gingerbread Friends. What if Hump-
ty Dumpty only bruised his ego when he fell off the wall? 
Would he hide in his house forever, or could he summon 
up the courage to go climbing again, like he does in 
Dave Horowitz’s Humpty Dumpty Climbs Again?

For a writing exercise, ask your students to expand upon 
a fairy tale of their choice, either by writing a prequel or 
changing the ending.
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★
that you can use in any classroom!

★
Once Upon a Time

Dial Books for Young Readers • Dutton Children’s Books • G.P. Putnam’s Sons • Puffi n Books • Viking Children’s Books
Divisions of Penguin Young Readers Group
www.penguin.com/teachersandlibrarians
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The Pied Piper’s Magic
Steven Kellogg

Ages 3–5
Dial Books 

for Young Readers
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Hansel and Gretel and 
The Ugly Duckling

Two new tales from Rachel 
Isadora!
Ages 5–8

G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Troll’s Eye View: 
A Book of Villainous Tales
Edited by Ellen Datlow and 

Terri Windling
Ages 8–12

Viking Children’s Books
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The Hog Prince
Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen. 
Illustrated by Jason Wolff.

Ages 3–5
Dutton Children’s Books
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Geek Charming
Robin Palmer
Ages 12 up
Puffi n Books

Coming Soon
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More Fantastic Fairy Tale Offerings from Penguin Young Readers Group . . . 
Young Readers
Gingerbread Baby
Jan Brett
978-0-399-23444-6 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 3-5
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Twenty Six Princesses
Dave Horowitz
978-0-399-24607-4
$15.99 • Ages 3-5
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

The Ugly Pumpkin
Dave Horowitz
978-0-399-24267-0 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 2-6
G.P Putnam’s Sons
978-0-142-41145-2 (PB) 
$6.99 • Ages 2-6
Puffi n Books

The Fisherman and His Wife
Rachel Isadora
978-0-399-24771-2 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 4 and up
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

The Princess and the Pea 
Rachel Isadora
978-0-399-24611-1 (HC)
$16.99 • Ages 4 and up
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Twelve Dancing Princesses
Rachel Isadora
978-0-399-24744-6 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 4 and up
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Waking Beauty
Leah Wilcox 
Illustrated by Lydia Monks
978-0-399-24615-9 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 4 and up
G.P. Putnam’s Sons

Middle-grade Readers
Horrible Harry Bugs 
the Three Bears
Suzy Kline 
Illustrated by Frank Remkiewicz
978-0-670-06293-5 (HC) 
$13.99 • Ages 7 and up
Viking Children’s Books

I, Coriander
Sally Gardner
978-0-803-73099-1 (HC) 
$16.99 • Ages 10 and up
978-0-142-40763-9 (PB) 
$6.99
Dial Books for Young Readers

Teen Readers 
Cindy Ella
Robin Palmer
978-0-142-40392-1 (PB) 
$7.99 • Ages 12 and up
Puffi n Books

The Coyote Road: 
Trickster Tales
Edited by Ellen Datlow and Terri 
Windling
978-0-670-06194-5 (HC) 
$19.99 • Ages 12 and up
Viking Children’s Books

The Green Man: 
Tales from the Mythic Forest
Edited by Ellen Datlow and 
Terri Windling
978-0-670-03526-7 (HC) 
$18.99 • Ages 12 and up
978-0-142-40029-6 (PB) 
$9.99
Viking Children’s Books

Firebirds Soaring: An Anthology 
of Original Speculative Fiction
Edited by Sharyn November
978-0-142-40552-9 (HC) 
$19.99 • Ages 12 and up
Puffi n Books

Firebirds Rising: An Anthology 
of Original Fantasy and 
Science Fiction
Edited by Sharyn November
978-0-142-40549-9 (HC) 
$19.99 • Ages 12 and up
978-0-142-40936-7 (PB) 
$9.99
Puffi n Books

Firebirds: An Anthology 
of Original Fantasy and 
Science Fiction
Edited by Sharyn November
978-0-142-50142-9 (HC) 
$19.99 • Ages 12 and up
978-0-142-40320-4 (PB) 
$8.99
Puffi n Books

Dial Books for Young Readers • Dutton Children’s Books • G.P. Putnam’s Sons • Puffi n Books • Viking Children’s Books
Divisions of Penguin Young Readers Group
www.penguin.com/teachersandlibrarians


