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a n o t H e r  l y r i c a l  m a s t e r P i e c e 
F r o m  a w a r d - w i n n i n G  a u t H o r

Jacqueline Woodson

 tHink it would be Hard to start 
your own readinG GrouP? 

all you need is a little bit of organization and some friends
who are as excited about books as you are. 

Here are a Few tiPs 
to Get you started:

How to start your   
own readinG GrouP:

• tHe best way to Find PeoPle to be in your 
  readinG GrouP is to ask your Friends. 

     think of all the people you know who like to read, and ask them 
to join. if you still don’t feel like you have enough people, ask each of 
your friends to bring someone else. you can usually get a good discus-
sion going with 6–8 people, but any number that is comfortable for you 
will work. if you’re having trouble fi nding enough cool people to form 
your reading group, check with your local library or bookstore to see if 
there’s a group that you can join. 

•  FiGure out wHen and wHere you want  to  meet.  
      some groups meet once a month, some meet every other month. 
you could get together at someone’s house, in a park, or on the beach. 
if it sounds too offi cial and overwhelming to decide all the “wheres” 
and “whens” right now, don’t worry! it’s your group and so you get 
to make all the decisions. all you have to do is get together once, and 
you can work out the rest of the details later.

•  decide How you will cHoose books, and How
  tHe discussions will be run. 

      maybe you have a favorite author that you and your friends would 
like to focus on. or maybe you want to take turns picking your 
favorite book. maybe one person likes to talk and would like to lead 
the discussion, or maybe you would rather just get together and talk 
about the books you are reading. if you get stuck, you can often fi nd 
discussion questions online (try the publisher’s website) or at your 
local library or bookstore.  

     but the most important thing to remember is that there’s no right
or wrong way to have a reading group. do what you’re comfortable 
with and always have fun, and your group will 
be a success! 

1  Have you ever 
known anyone 
to change so 
dramatically as 
charlie/newcharlie?  
what died in 
charlie when his 
mother died?  why 
is lafayette not 
affected in this 
same way?

2  is it right for 
tyree to sacrifi ce his 
life by not going to 
mit in order to care 
for his brothers?

3  a lot is left unsaid 
between lafayette 
and his brothers. 
they even have a 
shorthand for saying 
i love you (“brother 
to brother”).  why 
do you suppose this 
is? are there some 
things that are just 
too painful to talk 
about?  or does the 
story show that not 
talking about sadness 
and hurt only makes 
them worse?
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1 why do you think 
the author chose to 
write the book in 
poetry form? in what 
ways does the poetry 
add to the story? is 
there any way that it 
detracts? How would 
the story have been 
different if it were 
written in prose? 

2  How is this poem 
on p. 51 exemplary 
of lonnie’s life in 
general? is there only 
bitterness/sadness 
here?  or can 
you see traces of 
something else?  
if so, what?

3  lonnie says he 
doesn’t like to write 
poetry that requires a 
structure, but prefers 
free verse, “when you 
can write anything 
you want.” (p. 67) 
why?  what about his 
life might make free 
verse more appealing 
to lonnie?

1 although she obviously 
loves her brother deeply, 
there are times when 
Frannie seems jealous of 
sean because his deafness 
makes him special. even lila 
is special to her family in a 
way that Frannie can never 
be. what is Frannie’s unique 
role in her family? what are 
her own special qualities/
strengths? 

2 although the world 
views sean as handicapped, 
Frannie sees her brother as 
gifted and strong. in what 
ways is this true? can the 
same be said about skin 
color? what strengths and/or 
advantages are there in 
belonging to a “minority”?

3 From the appearance 
of jesus boy to samantha’s 
fi re and brimstone church, 
christianity is a subject that 
is sprinkled throughout the 
story. what is the role of 
religion in the story? what 
is the difference between 
religious faith and the hope 
of emily dickinson’s poem?  
are they mutually exclusive 
or can one play a part in 
the other?

4 near the end of the 
novel, Frannie must make 
a list of the things she and 
her classmates have in 
common. one of the things 
she writes is, “we all walked 
in the snow at least once 
this winter. maybe a hundred 
times.” symbolically, what do 
you think this really means?  
why do you think the novel 
is set in the winter?

1 if you were in 
toswiah’s dad’s shoes, 
would you tell or not? 
do you think he did the 
right thing considering 
how it affects his family, 
how much they change?

2  Have you ever been 
in a similar position 
where not telling 
seemed just as bad as 
telling? what did you 
do in the end?

3  when looking 
back on the entire 
experience, toswiah 
concludes, “i think in the 
middle of everything, 
God changed his mind.  
and, maybe, just maybe, 
came up with a better 
idea.” (p. 180) in light 
of all that she’s gone 
through and all that 
she’s lost, how can 
she say this?
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Feathers is set in the 1970s. Although the civil rights movement 
has already happened, there still seems to be a deep divide 
between blacks and whites in the story.  
 • in what ways have times changed from the 70s to today?  
 • How have they stayed the same?

“There weren’t white people on this side of the highway. You
didn’t notice until one appeared. And then you saw all the brown 
everywhere. And then you started to wonder.” (p. 16) 

 • are there any parts of your own life that are segregated?  
 • Have you ever been in a situation where you were the 
 only one of something (the only person of your color/
 religion/gender)? if so, how did this make you feel?

At one point when thinking about her neighborhood, Frannie says,
“We have everything we need here.” Yet she also points out that it 
is an all-black community.  
 • do you think it’s an advantage or disadvantage to live only 
 with people who are like yourself?  

Frannie doesn’t seem to mind living the way she does, but her 
brother, Sean, thinks about building bridges that would close the 
gap between their neighborhood and the white neighborhood.  
 • why is it so important to sean to fight for this change?

 • what does sean want to do to close the gap between the 
 two neighborhoods?

Trevor is the meanest kid in Frannie’s class, but she is also 
able to see glimpses of another side of him. She says, “I saw that, 
even though he was mean all the time, the sun still stopped and 
colored him and warmed him—like it did to everyone else.” (p. 21) 
 • do you know anyone like trevor? are you, like Frannie, ever 
 able to see a more sympathetic side of him or her?

For more discussion questions, 
see attacHed bookmark.
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winner of a newbery Honor

it’s been a long and 
snowy winter for Frannie 
and her classmates, and 
studying poetry can 
make it seem endless. 
“Hope is the thing with 
feathers. . . ” that’s how 
one poem begins, but 
Frannie is not really sure 
what to make of it until 
a boy as white and quiet 
as the falling snow steps 
into her world.  

after a winter like this
one, nothing will ever 
be the same again . . .

can you imagine having to 
abandon your entire life? 
that’s what happens to 
toswiah Green when her 
father decides to testify 
against a fellow police officer, 
forcing her family into the 
witness protection program.  
nothing is the same once 
they go into hiding: toswiah’s 
father spends his days 
staring out the window, her 
mom buries herself in new 
found religion, and even her 
sister is secretly planning on 
leaving as soon as she can.  
toswiah is left to struggle on 
her own as she attempts to 
determine who she is now 
that she has lost everything 
she has ever known.

when 11-year-old lonnie
motion discovers poetry, 
he suddenly has a whole 
new way to tell the world 
about his life, his friends, 
his little sister, lili, and 
even his foster mom, 
miss edna, who started 
out crabby but isn’t so 
bad after all.

Funny, sad, and always 
lyrical, this is a loving 
story of one boy’s quest 
to put back together his 
fractured family.

like in many families, a lot 
goes unsaid in lafayette’s 
house, which makes 
him a boy with many 
unanswered questions 
clattering around in his 
head: why did mama have 
to die? why does my own 
brother hate me so much 
and when did he become 
such a stranger? How are 
we all supposed to get by 
when we seem to have 
so little? what lafayette 
needs to remember is that 
he is one of miracle’s boys, 
three brothers who may be 
struggling against pretty 
large odds, but who, if they 
lean on each other, will 
survive.

Get to know

Jacqueline
     Woodson

orn on February 12th in columbus, ohio, 
 jacqueline woodson grew up in Greenville, 
south carolina, and in brooklyn, new york. 

jacqueline graduated from college with a b.a. in 
english. she now writes full-time and has recently 
received the margaret a. edwards award for lifetime 
achievement in writing for young adults. Her other 
awards include two newbery Honors, a coretta scott 
king award, three coretta scott king Honors, two 
national book award finalists, and the Los Angeles 
Times book Prize. although she spends most of her 
time writing, jacqueline enjoys spending time with her 
friends and family (including her daughter and son) 
and sewing. jacqueline currently resides in brooklyn, 
new york.
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