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DAL A IEGEINT (& LIS

UPclose: W, E. B. Du BOIS

ACTIIVIISITE
a twentieth-century life by TONYA BOLDEN



While reading Up Close: W. E. B. Du Bois, ask your students to think
about the following questions. Answers can either be written individually or
discussed in groups to make for an interesting and thought-provoking
classroom conversation.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

e Discuss the book’s introduction. What purpose does it serve? What does it
suggest about W. E. B. Du Bois’s character? How does the rest of the book
either confirm or reject your hypothesis?

e Who were the Democrats in the nineteenth century? Who were the
Republicans? How did each group feel about the Fourteenth Amendment?
How are the constituencies of the Democratic and Republican parties
different today?

e [n chapter three, the author talks about Du Bois's “Age of Miracles.” What
does this refer to? Why did the “Age of Miracles” end?

e What did Du Bois research in his Philadelphia sociology study?
What conclusions did he draw?

e |n the Pan-African Association’s manifesto, what did Du Bois assert as the
problem of the twentieth century? Why did he believe this to be the case?

e Why did Du Bois oppose Booker T. Washington?

e How did Du Bois aim to create a “united front” of African Americans? What was
the group’s primary goal and what actions did they need to take to achieve it?

e Who was Mary White Ovington?

e Why does Du Bois call himself a “Socialist-of-the-Path”? Compare and
contrast capitalism and socialism.

e Strong-minded Monroe Trotter did not necessarily want the Niagara
Movement to combine with the NAACP. Why not? What role did Du Bois take
on in the NAACP?

e What was Birth of a Nation? How did its anti-black propaganda work both
for and against the NAACP?

e How did Du Bois’s strong opinions and work ethic affect his family life?
How did his home life affect his work?

e How did World War I change Du Bois’s opinions? What did he urge for
during the war, and what did he fight for after it was over? What led to the
“Red Summer"?

e Who was Marcus Garvey? How were his ideas different from Du Bois's?
What were the similarities between the two men?



e At the end of chapter twelve, Du Bois shocks fellow NAACP members and
many others with his call for “voluntary segregation.” Why do you think
Du Bois changed his tune so radically? How did this affect the NAACP?

e Why did the NAACP claim Du Bois “ceased to be of value?” How did he react?
e Who was Paul Robeson? What did Du Bois and Robeson have in common?

e How did anti-Communism and the “Red Scare” impact the later years of
Du Bois’s life?

e [n chapter fifteen, Du Bois revises an earlier declaration about the great
problem of the century. What does he say is a cause of that problem? Do
you agree with his new assertion? Do you think this statement still holds
true today?

e When and where was the announcement of Du Bois’s death made? Do you
think this was a fitting place for the news?

CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES

e Du Bois and Booker T. Washington were well known for countering each
other's arguments about the advancement of black people. Pick a partner and
take opposite sides of an issue of your choosing (for example: the pros and
cons of homework or two candidates in an upcoming election) and present your
points of view to the rest of your class in a debate. How did it feel to debate?
Were your partner's arguments convincing? Did there appear to be a clear
winner? Was it easy to choose which side you wanted to defend?

Though many civil rights were denied to African Americans, Du Bois made
great use of the first amendment rights to freedom of speech and of the
press. Why are these freedoms important to both individuals and America
as a whole? How are they important to you and how do you see them
represented in your daily life? Just as Du Bois did in The Horizon and The
Crisis, use your rights to freedom of speech and of the press to write a
newspaper editorial about your side of the debate from Activity #1.

Du Bois tried for many years to get his project Encyclopedia Africana
underway, but never got a chance to follow through. As a class, create a
volume of the encyclopedia for him, with each student researching and
writing a separate topic. You may wish to include the history of the continent;
demographic information such as population changes over time, cultural
information about religions, foods, and holidays; geographical information
such as maps or the make-up of the land; and anything else that interests
you. Be sure to organize your entries in alphabetical order and create an
index for easy access to all of the great information you collect.



