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Racial, Ethnic Wealth Gaps Have Grown Since Great Recession
Median net worth of households, in 2013 dollars
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Notes: Blacks and whites include only non-Hispanics. Hispanics are of any race. Chart scale
is logarithmic; each gridline is ten times greater than the gridline below it. Great Recession
began Dec. ’07 and ended June ’09.

Figure 7.1. Wealth gaps between white Americans and black and
Hispanic Americans have not closed in recent decades. Data from
Pew Research Center.

and black Americans to rate how much they thought both blacks
and whites were targets of discrimination in each decade from the
1950s to the 2000s. Both groups of respondents agreed that antiblack
discrimination had decreased during the course of those decades,
although whites thought that it had fallen much more steeply than
blacks did. The two groups differed even more strikingly, though, in
their perceptions of antiwhite discrimination. Black respondents
thought antiwhite bias was not a problem in the 1950s and was still
not a problem today. White respondents, in contrast, believed that
antiwhite bias had steadily risen in the period in question. Whites
seemed to view discrimination as a zero-
sum game: The less
discrimination they perceived against blacks, the more they saw it
turned against whites. The trend was so stark in the eyes of white
respondents that by the 2000s they judged discrimination against
whites to be a bigger problem than discrimination against blacks.
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